1853.1 PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. HaT

REVIEW OF JAPANESE BIRDS.
IX.—THE WRENS.
BY LEONHARD STEJNEGER.

Contrary to what might be expected, a careful eomparison of a toler-
ably good series of Wrens from the istands of Japan proper shows no
difference between those inhabiting Yezo and those from Hondo and
Kiusin. Henson’s specimen is more like @ Nagasaki bird collected by
Mr. Ringer (U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 96258) than any other one in the
whole series, and as far as coloration is eoncerned the two birds are
practically identical. The other HMakodate specimen before me (U. 5.
Nat. Mus. No. 96256) is scareely any paler, while quite as dark and
brown as Nos. 91365 and 96257 fromn Hondo. That the Yezo specimens
are in no way larger than those from farther south is manifest from the
appended table of dimensions.

Ou the whole, the large series of specimens before me are very uni-
form in color and coloration, remarkably so when we consider the vari-
ability of conditions undes which these birds are found in the Japanese
Archipelago and the plasticity of the birds which eonstitute this genus.

But while Japan proper is only inhabited by one form of Wren, I am
foreed to acknowledge another as an inhabitant of the Kurile Islands,
or some of them, though I have only one specimen to base my conclu-
sions on. The great uniformity of the true fumigatus series convinees
nie, however, that the new form will be found to be at least as valid as T.
borealis, which bears about the same relationship to the common luro-
pean Wren as does T. Furilensis to its southern neighbor. The differ-
ence between the two forms is one of size and is sufficiently indicated
in the diagnosis given below.

SuBcENUs ANORTHURA RENNIE.

+ (245) Troglodytes fumigatus TEMM.

Japan Wren. Misosazai.

18335.— Traglodytes famigatus TEMMINCK, Man. ’Oru., 2 cd., L, p. 161.—SWINIIOE,
D. 7. 8., 1370, p. 602.—1d., 1bis, 1574, p. 152.—1Id.. ibid., 1375, p. 143.—DBLa-
KisT. and PrRyYER, Ibis, 1878, p- 933, — [id., Trans. As. Soce. Jap., vIiL, 1320,
p. 223.—Iid., ibid., X, 1332, p. 160. —SrEBOIM, Lhis, 1579, p. 37.—DBLAKISTON,
Chrysanth., Feb., 1283, p. ——Id., Amend. List B. Jap., p. 56 (lssd).—
Jouy, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., v1, 1833, p. 937 —STEJNEGER, Zeitschr, Ges,
Oru., 1, 1834, p. 13.—Id., Oru. Expl. Kamtseh., p. 293 (1835).—DYBOWSKI
and TaczaNowskl, Ball. Soc. Zool. France, 1331, Bxtr., p. 10, —.Inorthura
Sfumigata SHARPE, Cat. B. Brit. Mns., Vi, p. 276, pl. xvi, fig. 1* (Issl)-=
Ripaway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., VI, 1833, p. 370

*In the t/cxtﬁ(pi. 276) the (illotznti011 of the fignre is crrencons, having been trans-
posed for that on p. 274 On the plate the names are giveu correctly.
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1207 —Troglodyies vulgaris Trvy. and ScuLeG., Fauna Japon., Aves, p. 69 (nee,
FrLea. ). —Brakistox, Ibis, 1362 p. 320,

1555, —Troglodytes fucatus Breum, Nanmannia, 1855, p. 285,

1233, —Troglodyles parvalus var. Junigatus Seenonm, Brit. B, Lges, 1, p. 506.—1d., |
Ihis, 1821, p. 41,

!
1521, —Troglodytes parculus SeEBonM, Ihis, 1884, p. 40 (nee Kocu), l
!
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!

+ (2454) Troglodytes fumigatus kurilensis, subsp. nov.
Kuril Wrez.
1882.—Troglodytes ?, BLAKISTON and Pryer, Trans. As. Soc. Jap., x, 1332, p.
160.—BLAK1STON, Amend. List B. Jap., p. 56 (1884).

DI1AGN.—Similar to Troglodytes Jumigatus, but somewhat larger, bill
and feet being particularly large.

DiyveNsionNs (of type).—Wing, 55mm; tail-feathers, 37mm; exposed
culmen, 1425 tarsus, 19.5mm s middle toe, with claw, 19mm,

IIAJ:ITAT.——S]xinshkotan, Kuril Islands.

Tyrr.—U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 96239, . J. Snow, coll., Jnly, 1881.

It hias been suspected that this bird might turn out to be the same as
wmy 7. palleseens from the Commander Islands, but a direct comparisou
shows that they have nothing in common except the size. My remarks
in Orn. Txpl. Kamtseli., p. 293, in vegard to 7. fumigatus apply cqually
well to 7. karilensis, as far as coloration is concerned. The last-men-
tioned two forms agree in color, 7' kurilensis heing perhaps a trifle paler
on the middle of the fore neck,

Shiashkotan is one of the northern islands of the Kuril chain, its
. bosition being 480 50¢ N. lat., 1540 5 I3, long. It consists of two vol-
cauic peaks about 3,000 feet high, and hot sulphur springs are said to
oceur. The habitat of this form is therefore not unlike that of 7.
borealis in Iceland.




